Youth of the Earth Festival A Great Success
Almost 1,200 attendees and a 92% landfill diversion rate
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Longmont, Colo
. (April, 27th 2015)  The Youth of the Earth Festival packed the Boulder County
Fairgrounds Exhibit hall on April 22nd with people of all ages to celebrate Earth Day.
The building was filled with laughter and activity, as the almost 1,200 attendees took in the 33 Youth
Booths and 36 Environmental Educator booths. Each booth was interactive, with a diverse range of
activities such as using a wildland fire extinguisher with Boulder County Lefthand Outdoor Challenge,
checking out live birds with Wild Wings, making seed balls with Wildlands Restoration Volunteers and
giving input on town improvements with City of Longmont.
"For a first year event, it was amazing to see how many people were able to come out and show their
support for the earth,” said Sarah Burton, Junior at New Vista High School and member of the Youth
Council.
The event, which was organized by the Youth of the Earth Council and Sustainable Revolution
Longmont, was meant to not only be fun but also show how much youth and adults alike care about our
Earth. Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, 14, a member of the group Earth Guardians, one of six groups that
performed at the event, summed it up well as he addressed the crowd during the group’s lively rapping
set, “This isn't just about the problems, it's about the solutions.”
Events can produce a huge amount amount of waste and careful planning went into the event’s waste
management to find solutions to that issue. The event was planned to be Xtreme Zero Waste, with
waste and energy reduction strategies which included encouraging attendees to bring refillable water
bottles, using washable durables for food instead of disposables, and having energy bikes pedaled by
the public to power the sound system. The results were impressive: a 92% waste diversion rate with a
mere 5 pounds of trash headed to the landfill and over 60% of the total waste going into compost. The
zero waste activities and a followup video and guide to planning Xtreme Xero Waste events are
funded in part by Boulder County.
Based on the overwhelming interest among youth at the Earth Day event, the Youth of the Earth
Council will explore becoming a yearlong program that will engage youth in a variety of activities,

such as a river cleanup, participating in a Wildlands Restoration Project, working on a proposal to ban
plastic bags in Longmont stores, and much more!
"It was inspiring to see so many young people with such passion for taking care of the Earth. I am
already looking forward to next year's event,” said Tracy Halward, board member of Sustainable
Revolution Longmont and CoChair of the Youth of the Earth Council.
A Youth of the Earth Sponsor’s Breakfast is scheduled for May 20th at 7:30 AM in the Community
Room at the Longmont Safety and Justice Center (225 Kimbark Street). Sustainable Revolution
Longmont will be showcasing this year's Earth Day Festival and soliciting partners and supporters for
next year's event. Anyone that is interested in attending can RSVP at EarthDay@SRLongmont.org
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For more information, please contact Alexis Bullen, Youth of the Earth Event Coordinator at
Alexis@SRLongmont.org or 4156372232

